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PROGRAMMED OVERCURRENT PROTECTION
CONTROL APPARATUS AND METHOD OF
OPERATING THE SAME

COPENDING PATENT APPLICATIONS

U.S. patent application with Ser. No. 725,050 filed on
Apr. 19, 1985 copending with the instant application is
incorporated by reference herein for providing a de-
scription of a supervisory circuit suitable for use in the
preferred embodiment; and

U.S. Pat. No. 4,626,831 issued on Dec. 2, 1986 is
incorporated by reference herein for providing a de-
scription of an analog multiplexer and prescaler suitable
for use in the preferred embodiment, both of the afore-
mentioned applications being assigned to the same as-
signee as the instant application.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to overcurrent protec-
tion apparatus, in general, and more particularly to such
apparatus under programmed control with selectable
time-overcurrent operation to govern the interruption
of current through at least one power line associated
with either a ground phase or a power phase of a power
system network. .

Examples of types of overcurrent protection appara-
tus which operate with trip time delay characteristics in
response to a sensed overcurrent condition in a power
line include protective relays, automatic reclosures,
circuit breakers and the like. Apparatus of this type
generally protect electrical transmission and distribu-
tion systems and their connected loads from damage
due to overcurrents by governing the interruption of
current through their associated power lines in accor-
dance with some time-to-trip vs. overcurrent coordi-
nated relationship or predefined family of curves. Typi-
cally, the characteristics of these time-overcurrent
curve families have been implemented using electro-
mechanical, magnetic and thermal control circuits.
Hence, once a particular time-overcurrent operation
was characterized, it was intended to remain fixed and if
a change in characterization was required usually some
mechanical adaptation was needed like physically inter-
changing or adding special elements, for example.

Recently, electronic overcurrent protection control
apparatus, and more particularly, electronic apparatus
including programmed digital signal processors have
been developed to provide greater functional flexibility
in altering apparatus characterization with regard to
time delayed current interruption control. Examples of
programmed overcurrent protection control apparatus
are found in the following U.S. Pat. Nos.:

4,446,498; “Electronic Control System For Overload
Relay Or The Like”; issued May 1, 1984 to F. A. Stitch
and assigned to Siemens-Allis, Inc.;

4,432,031; “Method For Overcurrent Protection”;
issued Feb. 14, 1984 to W. J. Premerlani and assigned to
General Electric Company;

4,377,837; “Circuit Interrupter With Over Tempera-
ture Trip Devise”; issued Mar. 22, 1983 to J. J. Matsko
et al. and assigned to Westinghouse Electric Corp.;

4,377,836; “Circuit Interrupter With Solid State Digi-
tal Trip Unit And Positive Power-Up Feature”; issued
Mar. 22, 1983 to R, T. Elms et al. and assigned to Wes-
tinghouse Electric Corp.;

4,371,947; “ROM Controlled Protective Relay Sys-
tem For Power Transmission Network”; issued Feb. 1,

—

0

35

40

45

60

65

2
1983 to Norio Fujisawa and assigned to Tokyo Chirbara
Denki Kabushiki Kaisha;

4,339,802; “Digital Protective Relaying Device”:
issued July 13, 1982 to M. Yamaura et al. and assigned
to Tokyo Chirbara Denki Kabushiki Kaisha;

4,328,551; “Apparatus And Method For Protection
Of Electric Power Transmission Lines And The Like”;
issued May 4, 1982 to M. Yamaura et al. and assigned to
Tokyo Chirbara Denki Kabushiki Kaisha;

4,272,816; “Overcurrent Protecting Apparatus”; is-
sued June 9, 1981 to Y. Matsumato and assigned to
Tokyo Chirbara Denki Kabushiki Kaisha.

While the aforementioned exemplary references are
all directed to various novel methods and apparatus
related to programmed digital signal processor control
of overcurrent protection in power system networks,
none of the above references appear to provide for both
accurate characterization of the predefined time-to-trip
vs. overcurrent curve families and the selectability of
time overcurrent operation. The present invention is
directed to programmed overcurrent protection control
apparatus having aspects which are intended to fill
these aforementioned gaps by providing accurate char-
acterization of predefined families of time-overcurrent
curves with a common programmed relationship based
on settable parameters and the convenient setability of
the parameters to select the curve family characteriza-
tion suitable for the particular duty to which the over-
current protection apparatus is being applied using the
common programmed relationship.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the present invention, pro-
grammed overcurrent protection control apparatus is
adapted for use in a power system including at least one
power line to govern the interruption of current
through the power line based on a derived overcurrent
time-to-trip associated with an overcurrent condition of
the power line. The control apparatus comprises a pro-
grammed digital signal processor and memory means,
coupled to the programmed processor, for storing a
plurality of digitally coded signals representative of
predetermined derivation constants. Further provided
is means governed by the program processor to sample
a current signal, representative of measured current of
the power line, at first predetermined times and to digi-
tize the sampled current signals, a frequency cycle of
the power line current including a plurality of first
predetermined times. The programmed processor is
operative over predetermined time intervals to derive
for each predetermined time interval a digital signal,
representative of a current value I,, of a frequency cycle
of the current contemporaneous with the corresponding
predetermined time interval m, from the sampled cur-
rent signals digitized over the corresponding predeter-
mined time interval. The programmed processor is fur-
ther operative at second predetermined times corre-
sponding to the predetermined time intervals to read
certain ones of a plurality of derivation parameter set-
tings. The program processor is operative to select, at
other times, certain of the "digitally coded derivation
constants from the memory means corresponding to the
read parameter settings associated with the other times.
Still further, the programmed processor is operative, in
response to a detection of an overcurrent condition, to
derive an overcurrent time-to-trip based on the follow-
ing relationship:
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[N—G-CZ ]

S TUm—-ClP | ZG-C3,
m=1
where m from 1 to N—G-C2 represent the predeter-
mined time intervals during which said detected over-
current condition persists; where G, P, C1, C2 and C3
represent digitally coded derivation constants based on
said read parameter settings for each corresponding
predetermined time interval m; where N represents the
number of predetermined time intervals which may
elapse for the time-to-trip and G-C2 represents a mini-
mum number of predetermined time intervals for the
time-to-trip; where I, represents the digital current
value signal derived for the corresponding predeter-
mined time interval m. The control apparatus further
includes means for governing the interruption of cur-
rent through the power line if the overcurrent condition
persists for the duration of the time-to-trip derivation.

In accordance with another aspect of the present
invention, the programmed processor is operative, in
response to the detection of an overcurrent condition,
to determine if the digital current value signal derived
for the predetermined time interval corresponding to
the detected overcurrent condition is within an initial
overcurrent range and if said determination is affirma-
tive, to derive an overcurrent time-to-trip based on the
following relationship:

N
[ z (I,,,-CS)] z G- C4,
m=1

where G and C4 represent digitally coded derivation
constants based on said read parameter settings for said
corresponding predetermined time interval, and C5
represents a fixed constant.

The programmed overcurrent protection control
apparatus_described hereabove is further adaptable for
use in a three-phase power system including at least

. three power lines to govern the interruption of current
through the power lines based on a similar derived
overcurrent time-to-trip. In one embodiment, the first,
second and third current measurement signals respect-
fully representative of currents measured from the
power lines are sampled and digitized at first predeter-
mined times and first, second and third digital signals,
each representative of a current value I, of a frequency
cycle of its respective current contemporaneous with a
corresponding predetermined time interval m, are de-
rived for each predetermined time interval from their
respective sampled current measurement signals digi-
tized over the corresponding predetermined time inter-
val. Accordingly, an overcurrent condition is detected
by the programmed processor from the derived first,
second and third digital current value signals wherein
the programmed processor derives the overcurrent
time-to-trip based on the foregoing relationships using
the detected overcurrent digital current value signal
derived for the corresponding predetermined time in-
terval.

In accordance with another aspect of the present
invention, a method is provided for operating the fore-
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going described control apparatus including the step of 65

operating the programmed processor in response to the
detection of an overcurrent signal to derive an overcur-
rent time-to-trip by: (1) accumulating the quantities

4

(I,—C1)* for each predetermined time interval m dur-
ing the time that the overcurrent condition persists,
until the value of the accumulated quantities becomes
greater than or equal to G-K1', and (2) delaying for G-L’
additional predetermined time intervals for which the
overcurrent condition persists, where G, p, C1, K’ and
L’ represent derivation constants based on the read
parameter settings for each corresponding predeter-
mined time interval m, and the step of governing the
interruption of current through the power line if the
overcurrent condition persists for the duration of the
time-to-trip derivation.

In addition, if the derived digital current value signal
I, for an overcurrent condition is determined to be
within an initial overcurrent range, the programmed
processor is operated to suspend the foregoing de-
scribed derivation of the time-to-trip and to derive the
overcurrent time-to-trip by accumulating the quantities
(In—C2) for each predetermined time m during the
time the overcurrent condition persists until the value of
the accumulated quantities becomes greater than or
equal to G-K;', where K’ represents a derivation con-
stant based on the read parameter settings for each
corresponding time interval m and C2 represents a fixed
constant.

In one method embodiment, if the derived digital
current value signal I,, is detected outside the initial
overcurrent range, the programmed processor is oper-
ated to set a variable digital signal I, to the upper
boundary current value of the initial overcurrent range,
to derive the overcurrent time-to-trip in accordance
with the latter of the two foregoing methods using I,
and to perform both of the foregoing methods concur-
rently. In another embodiment, the programmed pro-
cessor is operated under normal current conditions to
set the values of the accumulated quantities in the fore-
going methods to zero. In still another embodiment, the
programmed processor is operated under normal cur-
rent conditions to decrement the values of the accumu-
lated quantities with respective constant values at each
predetermined time interval until a value of a corre-
sponding accumulated quantity reaches zero or an over-
current condition arises.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram schematic of a portion of a
power system illustrating an environment for the use of
a programmed overcurrent protection controller and
associated panel suitable for embodying the principles
of the present invention.

FIGS. 2A and 2B depict programmed control appa-
ratus suitable for use in a power system environment
such as that shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a rectification and
range selection unit suitable for use in the embodiment
of FIGS. 2A and 2B.

FIG. 4 is a circuit schematic of a power supply regu-
lator and override circuit suitable for use in the embodi-
ment of FIGS. 2A and 2B.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram schematic of a suitable auto
restart circuit.

FIG. 6 is a functional block diagram schematic de-
picting a suitable embodiment for an analog signal mul-
tiplexer and prescaler unit.

FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating two curves, each repre-
senting a different family of time-overcurrent curves,
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from which to derive an overcurrent time-to-trip based
on corresponding current measurement values.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram iilustrating an execution
sequence of flow states suitable for operating the pro-
grammed processor of the embodiment described in
connection with FIGS. 2A and 2B.

FIGS. 9 through 18 depict illustrative flow charts
suitable for embodying the programmed operations of
the various flow states as shown in the flow diagram of
FIG. 8.

FIG. 19 depicts a program flow chart of an overcur-
rent algorithm suitable for operating the programmed
processor of the embodiment shown in FIGS. 2A and
2B to derive an overcurrent time-to-trip.

FIG. 20 depicts a portion of a flow chart diagram
illustrating an alternate overcurrent algorithm.

FIG. 21 depicts a portion of a flow chart diagram
illustrating another alternate embodiment of an over-
current algorithm.,

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT ARCHITECTURE AND
OPERATION OF THE CONTROL APPARATUS

Referring to FIG. 1, the lines 30, 32 and 34 represent
power lines for three phases, denoted as A, B, and C, of
a power system network and the line 36 represents a
ground power line of the power system network. A
breaker mechanism depicted at 38 is coupled to the
power lines 30, 32, 34 and 36 to interrupt the current
through the aforementioned power lines when acti-
vated by a trip signal 40. In the present embodiment,
current transformers 42, 44, 46 and 48 are coupled to
and used to measure the current of their respective
power lines 30, 32, 34 and 36. At times, auxiliary trans-
formers 50, 52, 54 and 56 may be used to couple the
current measurement signals of the current transformers
42, 44, 46 and 48, respectively, to a programmed over-
current protection controller 58. The signals I4, I, I¢,
and 1 coupled to the controller 58 from the auxiliary
transformers 50, 52, 54 and 56, respectively, are signals
representative of the current measurements of the
power system phases A, B, C and if appropriate the
current of the ground G. In addition, certain parameters
may be set and entered in the controller 58 and certain
parameters may be displayed from the controller 58
utilizing a control and display panel shown at 60. As
will be described in greater detail herebelow, the con-
troller 58 is operative to govern the interruption of
current through the power lines 30, 32, 34 and 36 via the
trip signal 40 and breaker mechanism 38, based on a
derived overcurrent time-to-trip utilizing the current
measurement signals Iy, Ip, I, and Ig or a portion
thereof, and the set parameters entered through the
panel 60.

Referring to FIG. 2, in the present embodiment, the
controller 58 includes a microcomputer system 70
which may be similar to the type manufactured by Intel
Corporation having the Model No. 8051, for example.
The microcomputer system 70 which performs the
operations of a programmed digital signal processor
comprises a microprocessor unit 72, a memory unit 74
and at least one input/output (I/0) unit denoted at 76.
The several units of the microcomputer system are
conventionally coupled together through a system bus,
denoted at PO, which may be used to connect addi-
tional peripheral units to the microcomputer system 70
as will be described hereinbelow.
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In the present embodiment, the current measurement
signals L4, Ip, Ic, and I may be provided to a rectifica-
tion and range selection unit 80 which will be described
in greater detail in connection with the circuit sche-
matic of FIG. 3. The rectified and ranged signals 81
through 84, respectively corresponding to the signals
L4, Ip, Icand Ig, are provided from the unit 80 to a four
channel analog multiplexer and prescaler 86. The unit
80 may also be coupled to an override circuit 88 which
is governed by a tripping signal 90 generated from a trip
controller 92. The unit 86 is governed by range select
lines 94 and channel select lines 96 as provided by the
microcomputer system 70 via the I/O portions 76. A
selected and ranged signal 98 from the unit 86 is pro-
vided to one channel input, CH1, of a four channel
analog-to-digital (A/D) converter 100. The operation
of the converter 100 is governed by read and write
signals provided over signal lines 102 and 104, respec-
tively, from the microcomputer system 70 through the
1/0 portion 76 thereof. The A/D converter 100 may be
similar to the type manufactured by Analog Devices
having the Model No. ADC0844CCJ. Sampled and
digitized current measurement signal data generated by
the converter 100 may be accessed by and provided to
the microcomputer system 70 utilizing the conventional
address and data lines of the system bus thereof.

Certain parameters used by the microcomputer sys-
tem 70 in the derivation of the time to trip in response to
an overcurrent condition may be entered through the
panel 60 as shown in the embodiment of FIG. 1. Some
of the parameters like the phase and ground time dials
may be entered utilizing conventional panel potentiom-
eters such as that shown at 106 and 108, respectively.
Since the potentiometers 106 and 108 produce analog
signals, they may be coupled to the A/D converter 100
for sampling and digitization before being provided to
the microcomputer system 70 for use therein. Other
potentiometer type settings like the phase instantaneous
trip and ground instantaneous trip 110 and 112, respec-
tively, may be coupled to the A/D converter 100
through an analog multiplexer unit 114 which may be
similar to the type manufactured by Motorola having
the Model No. MC14852BCL, for example. Other deri-
vation parameters may be entered using selector
switches like that shown at 116 for the phase overcur-
rent style selection and 118 for the ground overcurrent
style selection. The selector switches 116 and 118 may
be of the conventional rotary type and interfaced to the
microcomputer system 70 using the conventional sys-
tem bus PO and 1/0 76 thereof.

The panel may further contain some spare potentiom-
eters 120 and 122, the settings of which being coupled to
the microcomputer system via the analog multiplexer.
114 and A/D converter 100 as described hereabove.
Channel selection of the multiplexer 114 is accom-
plished under program control of the microcomputer
system 70 utilizing a portion of the selection lines 96.
Another set of switches 124 which may be used to set
certain parameters and be located either on the panel 60
or within the controller 58 are introduced to the mi-
crocomputer system 70 through a channel switch multi-
plexer 126 which may be of the type manufactured by
Motorola having the Model No. MC14051BCL. The
selection and data from the multiplexer 126 may be
provided to the microcomputer system 70 utilizing the
selection lines 94 and 96 and the I/0 portion 76.

Moreover, energy may be provided to the controller
58 from a station battery external or internal to the
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controller 58. A power supply 132 disposed in the con-
troller 58 converts the voltage level of the energy pro-
vided by the station battery 130 to various other voltage
levels for energizing the circuit elements of the control-
ler 58. Typical voltage levels being regulated by the
power supply 132 are 24 volts DC and 5 volts DC, for
example. A suitable embodiment for the power supply
132 will be described in connection with FIG. 4 herein-
below. In addition, an auto restart circuit 134 is dis-
posed in the controller 58 for performing supervisory
functions with regard to program execution malfunc-
tion in the microcomputer system 70, power on/off
conditions, and overvoltage and undervoltage situa-
tions. The auto restart circuit 134 is controlled by a
signal 136 generated by the microcomputer system 70
periodically and by a signal 138 generated by the power
supply circuit 132 and indicative of an undervoltage
situation. In response to one of the aforementioned
conditions, the auto restart circuit 134 generates a reset
signal 140 which governs the program execution of the
microcomputer system 70 and is also provided to the
trip control unit 92 to inhibit trip governing operations
thereof. A trip governing signal 141 may be generated
by the microcomputer system 70 and coupled to the trip
control unit 92 via 1/0 176. The trip control unit 92 and
the microcomputer system 70 provide information to
the display panel 60 via a display and trip driver con-
ventional circuit 142. Typical information which may
be displayed through light emitting diodes 144 or dis-
~play magnetic flip-flops 146, for example, are the type
“of trip, instantaneous versus delay time, and the phase
~or ground power line over which the trip has occurred.
‘In the following paragraphs, certain of the circuit ele-
ments of the controller 58 will be described in greater
detail in connection with the FIGS. 3 through 6.
Referring to FIG. 3, the rectification and range selec-
tion unit 80 comprises a rectification circuit for each of
“the current measurement signals 14, Ip, Ic, and Ig. In
_the present embodiment the rectification circuits are
‘diode bridges 150 through 153, respectively. One port
of each diode bridge 150 through 153 is coupled to a
common potential, like-ground, for example. The oppo-
site ports adjacent to the common port are each coupled
to their respective current measurement signals and the
port opposite the common port of the diode bridges 150
through 153 is coupled to the rectified current signal
line 81 through 84, respectively. Each of the lines 81
through 84 has coupled to it a current range selector
switch network 154 through 157, respectively, and each
network 154 through 157 has a resistor network 160
through 163, respectively, coupled thereto. In the pres-
ent embodiment each selector switch network 154
through 157 includes four switches with each switcd
thereof coupled to ground potential through a resistor
from its respective resistor network. The four resistors
of each resistor network 160 through 163 may have
resistance values in a ratio of 1, 2, 4 and 8 with respect
to each other. Thus, the opening and closing of the
select switches of each network 154-157 may alter the
impedance of the respective resistor networks in a four-
bit binary fashion. Accordingly, the setting of the impe-
dance networks by the switch selection process alters
the range of the rectified current measurement signals
over their respective lines 81 through 84. The rectified
signal lines 81 through 84 are further coupled through
individual respective diodes 167 through 170 cathode-
to-anode to a common signal ling 172. The signal line
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172 is coupled to the override circuit 88 as shown in the
block diagram schematic of FIG. 2.

In operation, the current measurement signals are
rectified by their respective diode bridges 150 through
153 and produce a rectified signal of negative potential
over their respective signal lines 81 through 84. The
range of the negative potential rectified signals are
scaled in accordance with the setting of the current
range selector switch networks 154 through 157. More-
over, the largest magnitude of the negative rectified
signals of the lines 81 through 84 is provided to the
signal line 172 through the diode auctioneering of the
diodes 167 through 170. This largest magnitude signal is
used in conjunction with the override circuit 88 which
will be described in connection with the circuit diagram
embodiment of FIG. 4.

Referring to FIG. 4, the voltage of the station battery
130, which may be on the order of 48 VDC may be
provided to the power supply 132 across the terminals
174 and 176. The positive potential appearing at 174 is
coupled to the anode of a diode D1 and the negative
potential at 176 is coupled to ground or common poten-
tial. The cathode of diode D1 may be coupled to ground
through a conventional MOV and may also be coupled
to one channel side of a field effect transistor T1 and
one end of a resistor R1. The other end of the resistor
R1 is coupled to the base of the transistor T1 and one
side of the channel of another field effect transistor T2.
The other channel side of T1 is coupled through a for-
ward bias diode D2 and a reverse bias diode D3 to
ground potential. The common cathode connections of
D2 and D3 are coupled to a transformer TR1. The
other channel side of T2 may be coupled to a common
potential with its base being driven by an amplifier Al.
The other side of the transformer TR1 is filtered by a
capacitor C1 and becomes the 24 VDC source at port
178. The 24 VDC source line is coupled to a common
potential through the resistor network comprising resis-
tors R2 and R3. The connection point of R2 and R3 is
coupled to a non-inverting input (+) of amplifier Al
which has its inverting (—) input coupled to a reference
voltage, like 5 V, for example.

The foregoing described circuitry represents a chop-
per driven regulator circuit in which the transistors T1
and T2 are operated to chop the signal provided to
transformer TR1 which in turn provides the source of
24 V at the port 178. The resistor divider network R2
and R3 provide a potential to the amplifier Al as a
feedback signal to establish that the 24 V potential is
maintained. The feedback signal of R2 and R3 is com-
pared with the reference signal 5 V and the difference
therebetween determines the drive signal of A1 for the
transistors T1 and T2. For example, if the voltage at
point 178 falls slightly below 24 V the amplifier A1
drives the transistors T1 and T2 to provide a signal
through transformer TR1 and conversely, when the
potential at 178 becomes slightly above 24 V, the ampli-
fier drive is eliminated to reduce the potential at 178.
The flyback diode D3 clamps the potential at the other
end of TR1 by absorbing the energy stored therein at
times when the drive signal is eliminated.

The regulated 24 V source is also provided to the
emitter of a PNP transistor T3 which has its collector
coupled to another transformer TR2 and coupled to
ground through another flyback diode D4. The other
end of the transformer TR2 is the regulated source
potential 5 V which is filtered by a capacitor C2 cou-
pled to common potential. The source line of the 24 V
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may also be coupled to the collector of a NPN transistor
T4 through a resistor network of resistors R4 and R5.
The base of the transistor T3 is coupled to the connec-
tion of resistors R4 and R5. The emitter of transistor T4
is coupled to the source line of the regulated 5 V poten-
tial and a diode DS may be coupled cathode to anode
across the base and emitter junctions of the transistor
T4. The base of transistor T4 may be driven by another
amplifier A2 which is supplied with a current bias signal
from the 24 V source line through a resistor R6. Inter-
nally the amplifier A2 may function as a zener diode
creating a voltage potential V+ thereacross from the
current bias provided thereto. A non-inverting (+)
input of A2 may be coupled to a reference potential
which may be on the order of 1.25 V for the present
embodiment. The regulated 5 V signal may be coupled
through the series resistor network R7 and R8 to
ground potential and the connection between R7 and
R8 is provided to the non-inverting (—) input of A2 as
a feedback sense signal with regard to the potential of
the regulated 5 V source. The resistors R7 and R8 may
have values with a ratio of one to three for the present
embodiment. In addition, the amplifier A2 is operative
to sense an undervoltage condition and generate a signal
138 indicative thereof which is supplied to the auto
restart circuit 134 as described in connection with the
block diagram schematic embodiment of FIG. 2.

The foregoing described portion of the circuitry of
the power supply unit 132 provides a regulation of the
5 V source. In operation, the potential level of the 5 V
source is sensed by the (—) input of the amplifier A2
wherein it is compared with the reference potential of
the (+) input. The drive signal for the transistors T3
and T4 is provided by the amplifier A2 based on the
difference between the potentials of its (—) and (+)
inputs. In this manner, a chopped signal is provided to
the transformer TR2 to maintain the 5 V source at its
proper potential level. The flyback diode D4 handles
the reserve energy of the transformer TR2 when the
signal supplied thereto from transistor T3 is switched
off.

The remaining circuitry of FIG. 4 depicts a suitable
embodiment for the override circuit 88 and a portion of
the trip control circuit 92. The circuit 88 includes a
PNP transistor T5 having its emitter coupled to the 5 V
source and its base coupled to the signal 172 through a
resistor R9. The base of T5 is also coupled to the 24 V
source through a resistor R10 and the resistor R6. A
diode-D6 may be coupled across the emitter-base junc-
tion of TS cathode to anode, respectively. The collector
of TS provides the override signal 90 to the trip control
circuit 92. In operation, the override circuit 88 responds
to a large negative potential signal over the signal line
172 to activate the transistor TS which provides a over-
ride signal over the signal line 90 to the circuit 92.

The trip control circuit 92 includes a relay coil RY1
which operates a relay contact RC1 which provides a
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38. The relay coil RY1 is driven by a field effect transis-
tor T6 which is activated by the override signal 90 or
the trip governing signal 141 provided thereto from the
microcomputer system 70. Between relay coil RY1 and
transistor T6 may be coupled a switch prohibit function
SP which is responsive to the reset signal 140 to inhibit
a trip governing operation. A resistor R11 may be cou-
pled to ground from the signal line 141 and a resistor
R12 may couple the signal line 141 to the base of the
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transistor T6. A capacitor C3 provides some filtering to
the signal lines 141 and 90 which are coupled together
at the base of T6 in an OR connection. The relay RY1
may have a diode D7 coupled thereacross and in addi-
tion may have a resistor and light emitting diode cou-
pled in series to the transistor T6 as an indication of
energization of the relay RY1.

A suitable embodiment for the auto restart circuit 134
is shown in the functional block diagram schematic of
FIG. 5. Referring to FIG. 5, two reference potentials
are formed by the resistor divider network of the series
connection of resistors R13, R14 and R15 coupled be-
tween the 5 V source and common potentials. The ref-
erence potential at the connecting point of R13 and R14
is provided to one input of a comparator circuit 180 and
the reference potential formed at the connection point
between the resistors R14 and R15 is provided to one
input of another comparator circuit 182. The restart or
deadman signal 136 is converted to a current by the
resistor R16 and the converted current signal is used to
charge a capacitor C4. The potential across capacitor
C4 is provided to the other inputs of the comparator
circuits 180 and 182 over the signal line 184. The com-
parator units 180 and 182 are provided to logic circuitry
186 which responds to the states of the outputs thereof.
From the logic circuit 186 bidirectional current may be
provided over the signal line 188 to the capacitor C4. In
addition, feedback signal lines 190 and 192 are coupled
between the first and second reference potential points,
respectively, to the logic circuit 186. A signal line 194 is
capable of carrying a reset governing signal to one input
of an OR gate function 196. The other input of the OR
gate 196 may be coupled to the undervoltage signal 138.
The generation of either the undervoltage signal or
reset governing signal causes the OR gate 196 to gener-
ate the reset signal 140 to the microcomputer system 70.

In operation, should the duty cycle of the signal 136
generated by the microcomputer system 70 cause the
potential across the capacitor C4 to depart beyond the
window potentials of the first and second reference
voltages, the outputs of one of the comparators will be
caused to change state. For example, when comparator
180 changes state, the logic unit 186 sinks current from
the signal lines 188 and 190 which in turn decreases the
first reference voltage to a new reference level and
concurrently causes the voltage across the capacitor C4
to diminish at a rate commensurate with the current sink
of signal line 188. During this time, the reset governing
signal 194 causes the OR gate 196 to effect the reset
signal 140 which in turn resets the program execution of
the microcomputer system 70 to a predetermined state
in a conventional manner. When the voltage across the
capacitor C4 is diminished below the new reference
potential, the comparator 180 reverts back to its original
state terminating the current sink over signal lines 188
and 190. Concurrently therwith, the reset signal 140 is
relieved allowing the program execution of the system
70 to continue.

Similarly, when the potential across the capacitor C4
falls below the second reference potential, the compara-
tor 182 changes state causing the logic unit 186 to
source current to signal lines 188 and 192. The source
current over signal line 192 increases the second refer-
ence potential to a new reference level greater than the
original second reference level. In addition, the current
source of 188 causes the voltage potential across capaci-
tor C4 to increase at a rate commensurate with the
source current supplied thereto. Accordingly, during



4,722,059

11
this time the reset governing signal 194 is generated to
effect the reset signal 140. As the voltage across C4
increases beyond the new reference potential of the
comparator 182, the comparator 182 reverts to its origi-

nal state at which time the logic circuit 186 ceases to 5

source current over signal lines 188 and 192. Consistent
with this condition, the second reference potential re-
turns to its original potential level and the reset govern-
ing signal 194 is terminated. A more detailed description
of a suitable supervisory or auto restart circuit 134 may
be found in the copending U.S. Patent Application Ser.
No. 725,050 which is incorporated by reference herein
for this purpose.

A suitable embodiment for the analog signal multi-
plexer and prescaler 86 is shown functionally in the
diagram of FIG. 6. Referring to FIG. 6, the rectified
and prearranged signals 81 through 84 are coupled to
one input of the analog gates SW1 through SW4, re-
spectively. The output of the gates SW1 through SW4
are commonly coupled together and provided to a rang-
ing circuit 200. The switches are controlled by a de-
coder circuit 202 in accordance with the coded signals
S1 and S2 of the selection signals 96. The proper code
over signal lines S1 and S2 causes one of the analog
switches SW1 through SW4 to close permitting the
associated current measurement signal to pass to the
ranging circuit 200. The operation of the circuit 200 is
controlled by the decoder circuit 204 which is governed
by the digital code over signal lines R1 and R2 from the
range select signals 94. In the present embodiments the

. possible ranges of the circuit 200 include 1, 3, %, and
1/16. Appropriate signals for effecting the desired
range are provided to the ranging circuit 200 from the
decoder 204 in response to the digital code of R1 and
R2. The purpose of the ranging circuit 200 is to keep the

. amplitude of the ranged signal over signal line 98 to

“-within the input range of the A/D converter 100. The

“'signal range may be detected by the level detector cir-

“cuit 206 which provides an overrange signal 207 to the
1/0 76 of the microcomputer system 70. The operation
of the analog multiplexer and prescaler 86 will be more
fully understood from the description hereinbelow of
the program execution of the microcomputer system 70.
A more detailed description of a suitable analog multi-
plexer and prescaler 86 may be found in the copending
U.S. Pat. No. 4,626,821 which is incorporated by refer-
ence herein for this purpose.

THEORY OF OPERATION
The derivation of a time-to-trip upon detection of an

overcurrent condition, performed by the programmed
microcomputer system 70 is based on the following
equation:
T=|T !
“|Praer | O
where
1is a selected measurement current signal in amperes,
P.U., RMS,
Iois the overcurrent level in amperes, P.U., RMS,
K1, G, and P are derivation constants, and

To is a fixed time delay in seconds, P.U. Equation (1)
may be rewritten as:
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@
a- 10)”(% - To) =K1

It is understood that when dealing with digital signal
processing systems, calculations are performed only at
discrete times separated by some predetermined system
time base At. For the present embodiment, this time
base may be the period of one cycle of the power system
frequency, i.e. for a 60 Hz system, At=16.667 ms; and
for a 50 Hz system, At=20 ms. In addition, the times T
and To may be represented as a function of these time

bases:
T=NAt, and 3

To=LAs, ()]

where N and L are integers and may be represented as:
N=T/At, and (&)
L=Ty/At. ).

Thus, a substitution of equations (3) and (4) into equa-
tion (2) results in the following:

) = Kj,

and by factoring equation (7), the following equation
results:

@]
d—Iy (% — LAt

K\G

®
I — Igf (N - GL) =7

Moreover, equation (8) may be rewritten in the form:

N—}:GL 1 P K\G (&)
el Um — 1Y =5~
where

(10
‘ 8
Iy = éj.—fl 112

for each period or cycle m of the power system fre-
quency. Note that for the present embodiment, 8 cur-
rent measurement signal samples I; were felt sufficient
to compute the RMS value I, for each current phase or
ground cycle m over the interval N-GL. In addition, it
was decided, for the present embodiment, not to divide
the sum of squared samples I2 by 3, therefore, in order
to eliminate this step, equation (9) was transformed into:

(1

N—-GL KG ‘lB

2 Uy = s oY =—%—
m=1
where
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-continued
(12)

's
Iy =\| 2 I2.
m j=lj

-Now, equation (11) may be transformed into values
which correspond to the digitally coded signals of the
digital signal processor 70. In the present embodiment,
a per unit (P.U.) of current measurement signal is
equated to 102 in binary or digital code (i.e. 66 hexideci-
mal). As a result, equation (11) is converted by the
following technique:

(13)
6Nz

N-GL K.G-
oy = ) Um - JS Igy = (1027 —
m=

but since the current measurement signals are sampled
and digitized at times j and Ip may be stored digitally,
the term (102)7in the left-hand side of equation (13) may
be factored as follows:

N—G (14)

1" Umd — N8 Lgw = o2y K‘GA‘t\G ,

=z
m=
where

Ima = (102)° I/, (15)

and

Iy = (1020 Iy (16)

Also, for the precent embodiment, the time dial read-
ings TD may be an 8-bit digital word accessed from the
converter 100 to the processor 70. It has been deter-
mined that

1S TD S 1 (RU),

an

and

)]

>

1
G=-%

so that

0125 = G =275 U). 19)
A P.U. of G setting has been determined to be 93 as a
binary or digitally coded signal. Therefore, equation
(14) may be scaled for the digital G per unit scaling
factor as follows: :

(20)
N—GL/93 T k-6-Ng
m2=1 Umd — N8 Ing)f = (102) gz .
If
L'=L/93, @n
and
(22)
gy - oy KN
93 At

then equation (20) becomes:
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N—GL' @3

> Ui - N Lo = k1G,
m=

keeping in mind that L' and K’ will have different
values for 50 Hz and 60 Hz power systems, because the
value of At becomes 20 ms and 16.667 ms, respectively.
Moreover, K;', L', \/8_1.,,1 and P are all derivation con-
stants which are based on the type of overcurrent pro-
tection desired.

Equation (23) represents a programmable relation-
ship for the signal processor 70 such that the quantity
(Imd— V8 1,4)P derived for each sample m may be accu-
mulated in a summing register until the resulting sum
thereof becomes equal to or greater than K{'G at which
time the relationship has accumulated N—GL’ time
units At. The time-to-trip is reached when N time units
At is reached. Thus, once equation (23) is satisfied, an
additional GL' time unit must be accumulated before
the trip governing signal may be set. Graphically, GL'
represents a time asymptote for the selected time over-
current curve which means that no matter what the
value of overcurrent measured, so long as it is greater
than the overcurrent “pick up” value associated with
equation (23) and less than any instantaneous setpoint,
the minimum time-to-trip is GL' time units. A better
understanding of the programmed operation of the
above relationship will result from the description of
the program flow charts of FIGS. 19 and 20.

The aforementioned derivation constants along with
the value of G, which is based on the time dial setting
(TD) by the relationship of equation (18), together char-
acterize a family of time-overcurrent curves for a de-
sired overcurrent protection style number from a plu-
rality of style numbers which are generally well-known
to the utility arena, commonly referred to as “CO
styles”.

The above characterization of equation (23), while an
accurate representation of a family of time-overcurrent
curves, may not produce curves which are asymptotic
to the 1 P.U. RMS current measurement asymptote as
shown by the illustrative graph of FIG. 7 (see curve
210). To resolve this situation, an alternate equation to
characterize a new curve (see curve 212 in FIG. 7),
which is asymptotic to the 1 P.U. RMS current mea-
surement and intersects with the characterized curve
210 at the RMS current measurement 1.5 P.U. shown at
214, is proposed for when the RMS current measure-
ment signal is between 1.0 and 1.5 P.U, ie. 1 P.U-
.<I=135 P.U. An alternate relationship found suitable
for characterizing this second curve 212 is:

N - G 24)
m2=l(Im-— lP.U.):A—t,
where K> may be formed by substituting:
(25)

Ind = 1.5 W <102 = 433

into equation (23) to compute N@I,,=1.5 P.U. as fol-
lows:
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N:G( +}L'.

and into equation (24) to compute N@I,=1.5 P.U. as
follows:

(26)
Ky

@33 = N8 7,q4p

N GKy' GKy'
T (433 — 288 (145

@n

By equating computed N’s of eq’s (26) and (27), the
following equation results:
+ L ] (145

Ky =[

It is understood that there will be different values of
K2’s for the 50 Hz and 60 Hz power systems. ’
Typical values of Ip (P.U.), To (ms) and K, for vari-

(28)
Ky’

@33 — N3 Igp

ous well-known overcurrent protection style numbers s

are shown in Table 1 below:

10

15

20

16

circuit 134 the program execution begins at the starting
point 220. When the reset signal is removed the pro-
gram execution continues at the initialize section 222
wherein instructions are sequenced in a conventional
manner to initialize the microcomputer system to a state
to commence the programmed operations. Thereafter,
the program execution remains idle at 224 until it re-
ceives an interrupt signal 226. The interrupt 226 may be
generated from either an internal or an external source
in a conventional manner.

The program architecture for the present embodi-
ment is broken down into eight states wherein the pro-
gram instructions of each state are executed based on
the sequenced interrupt associated therewith. That is,
state —0 will be executed upon interrupt O, state —1 is
executed upon interrupt 1, and so on down the line
through state —7 wherein state —0 is repeated upon the
next interrupt in succession.

The programmed operation of state —0 will be de-
scribed in connection with the illustrative flow chart of
FIG. 9. The decisional block 230 determines if the pres-
ent interrupt is the interrupt associated with state —0 in
the sequence of interrupts. If not, at block 132, the pro-
gram execution reverts to the instructions of the next

5 succeeding state of instructions. With an affirmative

TABLE 1
CO STYLE
PARAMETER 2 5 6 7 8 9 11
Ip(P.U) 675 1.13 1.19 0.80 1.27 1.35 0.5
.2 To (ms) 111.99  8196.67 784.52 524.52 477.84 310.01 110.00
K 735 13768.94 671.01 3120.56 4122.08 2756.06 17640

From the values of Table 1 and the equations pro-
vided hereabove derivation constants may be computed
for K1, L, V8 4, and K’ and represented as digitally
coded words for storage in the memory 74 of the signal

. processor 100. An exemplary look-up table for the
wmemory 74 is displayed in Table 2 below:

TABLE 2

CO STYLE
" PARAMETER 2 5 6 7 8 9 11
Ky’ (60 Hz) 137 2562 124 580 767 513 947284
Ky’ (50 Hz) 114 2135 104 484 640 427 789351
L’ (60 Hz) 0.0723 528 0.506 0.339 0.308 0.200 0.0710
L’ (50 Hz) 0.0602 4.41 0422 0282 0.257 0.167 0.0590
K3y (60 Hz) 94.0 4237 273 465 1705 1720 239956
Ky’ (50 Hz) 78.2 3533 229 388 1422 1431 199946
195 326 343 231 366 389 144
\fs- Tod

The utilization of the look-up table based on the style
number setting will be more fully understood with re-
gard to the description in connection with the pro-
grammed operation of the overcurrent protection con-
trol apparatus herebelow.

PROGRAMMED OPERATION OF THE
CONTROL APPARATUS

The description of the programmed operation of the
overcurrent protection control apparatus described in
connection with the embodiment of FIG. 2 will be
described now using the illustrative flow charts of
FIGS. 8 through 19. The execution sequence of the
programmed microcomputer system 70 may operate in
accordance with the flow states as shown in the flow
diagram of FIG. 8. For example, upon receiving the
reset command over signal line 140 from the auto restart
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decision, program execution continues at the block 234
wherein a sampling and conversion routine is called for
execution. An exemplary program of a current measure-
ment signal sampling and conversion routine is shown
in the flow chart of FIG. 10. When called the program
execution of the sampling and conversion routine starts
at the block 236 wherein the proper digital code is set
for the signals S1 and 82 of the selection lines 96 to
select a first input of the analog multiplexer 86. Thereaf-
ter, in block 238 the gain of the ranging circuit of 86 is
initialized to one by setting the proper code for the
signals R1 and R2 of the range setting lines 94. In the
next block 240 a ranging subroutine is called and exe-
cuted.

A suitable ranging subroutine is shown in the flow
chart of FIG. 11. When called, the ranging subroutine
starts at the decisional block 242 which determines
whether the overrange signal 207 generated by the
ranging circuit of 86 is active or not. A negative deci-
sion constitutes a proper range setting and the program
execution returns to the sampling and conversion rou-
tine of FIG. 10. Otherwise, the program execution con-
tinues at block 244 wherein the range gain is set to 4
using the signal lines R1 and R2. The overrange signal
207 is once more sensed by the decisional block 246 and
if not active the program execution returns to the rou-
tine of FIG. 10. If an overrange condition exists, the
program execution of the ranging subroutine continues.
The range gain of the ranging circuit of 86 is changed
once again to % in the block 248 the overrange signal
207 is checked in the decision block 250. Depending on
the overrange activity the program execution either
returns or the range gain is once more changed to 1/16
in the block 251 and thereafter returned.
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Once the ranging subroutine of FIG. 11 is executed
the program execution of the routine of FIG. 10 contin-
ues with the instructions of block 252 wherein a conver-
sion subroutine is called. A suitable conversion subrou-
tine is shown in the flow chart of FIG. 12 starting at
block 254. In the block 254, the programmed operation
generates a convert command to the A/D converter
100 over the write line 104 of the microcomputer sys-
tem 70. In the successive block 256, the program execu-
tion is delayed for some predetermined time say 45
microseconds or thereabout, to permit the conversion
to be performed in the converter 100. In 258, a read
signal is issued over signal line 102 from the microcom-
puter system 70 to read the conversion digitized result
over the data lines of the system bus PO by the mi-
crocomputer system 70. In the successive block 260, the
digitized result read into the system 70 is multiplied by
a value representing one divided by the range setting
determined by the ranging subroutine of FIG. 11. The
instructions of block 262 stores the resulting digital
current signal sample in a predetermined memory loca-
tion and then returns program execution to the sampling
and conversion routine of FIG. 10.

After the conversion subroutine has been executed by
block 252, the routine of FIG. 10 next determines if all
of the current signal samples have been converted in the
decisional block 264. If not, the next signal measure-
ment input is selected by setting the proper codes of the
signals S1 and S2 and repeating the execution of pro-
gramming blocks 238, 240 and 252 until all of the cur-
rent signal samples have been digitized and stored in
their predetermined memory locations. Once this is
accomplished, the program execution is returned to the
next instruction block 268 in the execution of instruc-
tions of state —0 shown in FIG. 9. In 268, each of the
digitized current measurement signal samples produced
by the preceding block 234 are squared. In the next
block 270 a summing register is designated for each of
the current measurement signals and initially cleared,
ie. set equal to zero. Thereafter, the squared current
measurement signal samples are added to the contents
of their corresponding summing registers. In the deci-
sional block 274, it is determined if a phase overcurrent
algorithm which will be described heteinbelow in con-
nection with the flow chart of FIG. 19 is in progress. It
it is, in the block 276, a portion of time is dedicated to
continue the program execution thereof until comple-
tion. Program execution thereafter is continued at the
block 278 wherein the ground overcurrent set parame-
ters, like the ground instantaneous trip, the ground time
dial, and the ground CO style select, for example, are
read into the microcomputer system 70 from the panel
60. These set parameters are stored in appropriate mem-
ory locations for use in one or more of the other pro-
gram execution states. Thereafter, the programmed
operation is returned to the idle state to wait for the next
interrupt signal.

Referring to FIG. 13, the decision block 280 of state
—1 determines if the present interrupt is the interrupt
associated with the execution of state — 1. If affirmative,
the sampling and conversion routine is called and exe-
cuted in block 282 and the resulting digitized current
measurement signal samples are squared in the block
284. The squared signal samples are added to the con-
tents of their corresponding summing registers in 286
and in the successive block 288 a ground overcurrent
algorithm is commenced. A description of a. suitable
algorithm for this function is found herebelow in con-
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nection with FIG. 19. Thereafter, the program execu-
tion is returned to the idle state. Similar program opera-
tion occurs for state —2 having a decision block for the
interrupt signal at 290 calling the conversion routine at
292, squaring at 294, and adding the squared signal
samples to the contents of their corresponding summing
registers in 296. In the decision block 298, it is deter-
mined if the ground overcurrent algorithm is still in
progress and if so, time is provided to permit the contin-
uation of the execution of that algorithm in block 300.
Thereafter, program execution is returned to the idle
state.

State —3 operation shown in FIG. 15 is again similar
to the previous state operations wherein the decisional
block 302 determines a proper interrupt and the block
304 conducts the conversion routine, the squaring and
the summing of the contents of the summing registers.
The additional block 306 causes the generation of the
deadman or restart signal over signal line 136 to the
auto restart circuit 134 and thereafter the program exe-
cution is returned to the idle state. Accordingly, both
states —4 and — 5 shown in FIG. 16 include a decisional
block 308 for the determination of the proper interrupt
signal and a instructional block 310 for calling the con-
version routine, squaring and summing the squared
results in the corresponding summing registers whereaf-
ter program execution is returned to the idle state. Simi-
larly, state —6 shown in FIG. 17 includes the decision
block 312 for determining the proper interrupt signal,
the instructional block 314 for calling the conversion
routine, squaring and summing as described hereabove.
The additional instructional block 316 of state —6
causes the phase overcurrent set parameters like the
phase instantaneous trip, the phase time dial, and the
phase CO style select, for example, be read from the
panel 60 utilizing the proper 1/0 and system bus signal
lines. Again, the program execution is returned to the
idle state once the parameters have been stored in their
predetermined memory locations.

State —7 as shown in FIG. 18 operates similarly to
the preceding states and includes the decisional block
318 for determining if the proper interrupt signal is
present, the block 320 for calling the conversion rou-
tine, squaring the results and summing them into their
appropriate summing registers. Thereafter in instruc-
tional block 322 the phase overcurrent algorithm is
commenced. A suitable overcurrent algorithm consis-
tent with the description of the theory of operation
found hereabove is shown in the flow chart of FIG. 19.
This algorithm may be used for both a ground or phase
power line overcurrent condition in deriving time-to-
trip.

Referring to FIG. 19, the overcurrent algorithm
commences at the instructional block 324 wherein the
largest quantity of the contents of the summing registers
for the phase currents may be chosen as the phase cur-
rent quantity to be used in the algorithm. This quantity
is denoted as SUM,, and the square root of this quantity
is computed in the instruction block 326 with the result-
ing value being representative of the current root mean
square (RMS) and denoted as I,,,. The function of block
324 may be eliminated for the ground power line over-
current case wherein the SUMp, is equated to the sum-
mation register contents of the ground current measure-
ment samples. In the following decisional blocks 328
and 329 the quantity I,, is compared to 1.5 P.U. and 1.0
P.U. If I, is less than 1.0 P.U,, all working registers,
which will be defined below, are cleared in block 330
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and the program execution is returned to the program
operational state which initiated the overcurrent algo-
rithm. :
If I, is less than 1.5 P.U. and greater than 1.0 P.U.
program execution continues at block 332 wherein a

variable I, is equated to the current value of L. In the

next block 334, the time dial reading (TD) is divided by
four and converted into its per unit digital value. In the

next instructional block 336, the values of K’ and V8

1,4 are read from the look-up table (see Table 2) based
on the overcurrent style setting (CO#) read from the
panel in a preceding operational state. Next, the quan-
tity GK3' is calculated in block 338. In blocks 340 and
342, the time-to-trip is derived in accordance with a
relationship which is consistent with that described in
connection with equation (24) shown hereabove. More
specifically, in block 340, 2 summing or working regis-
ter ISUM; accumulates the values (I,2—V8.102) de-
rived for each time sample m and decisional block 342
compares the accumulated result to GK3' calculated in
block 338. When the relationship of block 342 is satis-
fied, the trip governing signal is set in block 344; other-
wise, the program execution is returned to the routine
that called the subroutine. It shouid be kept in mind that
the values of K’ and At are dependent on whether
operating in a 50 Hz or 60 Hz power system network.
When I, is determined to be greater than 1.5 P.U. by
decisional block 328, the program execution continues
at the instructional block 346 wherein a 1,41 is equated to
-the current value of I, and I,,3 is equated to the equiva-
lent of 1.5 P.U. Thereafter, program execution may
::continue concurrently at blocks 334 and 350 wherein it
--is determined if the overcurrent protection style num-
ber (CO#) read from the panel in a preceding opera-
tional state is 11; if so, the value of P is set to 2 in block
352. If not, the value of P is set to 1 in block 354; in
either case, the program execution is continued at block
+:356 wherein the derivation parameter G is derived by
+dividing the time dial setting (TD), read and stored in a
“previous operational state, by four and converting the
~result into the proper per unit digital code.
““ In the next block 358, the derivation constants K;’, L’
and V8 Igare read from the look-up table (see Table 2)
based on the style number (CO#) read from the panel in
a preceding operational state. Next the values of GKy'
and GL' are computed in the block 360. Thereafter, in
blocks 362 and 364, the fixed time GL' is delayed using
a delay timer DT, which is another working register.
Once GL' time units At are accumulated, blocks 366
and 368 are executed to derive the time-to-trip in accor-
dance with a relationship which is consistent with the
equation described hereabove at (23). More specifically,
in block 366, a summing or working register ISUM;
accumulates the values (I;;2— V'8 I,4)? derived for each
time sample m and decisional block 368 compared the
accumulated results to GK;' calculated in block 360.
When the relationship of block 368 is satisfied, the trip
governing signal is set in block 344; otherwise, the pro-
gram execution is returned to the routine that called this
subroutine. Accordingly, it should be kept in mind that
the values of Ky, L’ and At will vary depending on
whether the power system network is 50 Hz or 60 Hz.
In an alternative embodiment shown in FIG. 20, the
sequence of the programmed instructional blocks may
be rearranged such that the blocks 368 and 366 follows
block 360 for deriving the N-GL' time units as de-
scribed in connection with equation (23) hereabove and
thereafter, the overall time-to-trip is derived by delay-
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ing the additional GL' time units in blocks 364 and 362.
After the derived time-to-trip has elapsed, the trip gov-
erning signal is set in block 344 and program execution
is returned to the initiating point.

In another alternate embodiment shown in FIG. 21,
instead of clearing all of the working registers in block
330 following a negative decision of block 329, the
accumulated results of registers ISUM| and ISUM; are
decremented by predetermined constant values A and
B, respectively, until they reach zero. More specifically,
ISUM,; is tested for zero value in block 370 following
block 329. If equal to zero, register DT is cleared in
block 372; otherwise, ISUM; is decremented by con-
stant A in block 374. In either case, program execution
continues at decisional block 376 wherein ISM is tested
for zero value; if not zero, then ISUM3 is decremented
by a constant B in block 377 and thereafter program
execution is returned to the initiating point.

What is claimed is:

1. Programmed overcurrent protection control appa-
ratus adaptable for use in a power system including a
power line to govern the interruption of current
through said power line based on a derived overcurrent
time-to-trip associated with an overcurrent condition of
said power line, said control apparatus comprising:

a programmed digital signal processor;

memory means, coupled to said programmed proces-

sor, for storing a plurality of digitally coded signals
representative of predetermined derivation con-
stants;
means for setting a plurality of derivation parameters;
means for measuring the current of said power line
and generating a signal representative thereof;,

means governed by said programmed processor to
sample said current measurement signal at a plural-
ity of first predetermined times during each fre-
quency cycle of the power line current to effect
sampled signals and to digitize said sampled signals;

said programmed processor operative over predeter-
mined time intervals to derive for each predeter-
mined time interval a digital signal, representative
of a current value I, of a frequency cycle of the
current contemporaneous with the corresponding
predetermined time interval m, from the sampled
signals digitized over the corresponding predeter-
mined time interval;

said programmed processor operative at second pre-

determined times corresponding to said predeter-
mined time intervals to read said derivation param-
eter settings;

said programmed processor operative to select cer-

tain of said digitally coded derivation constants
from said memory means corresponding to said
read parameter settings;

said programmed processor operative to detect an

overcurrent condition from said derived digital
current value signals;

said programmed processor operative, in response to

the detection of an overcurrent condition, to derive
an overcurrent time-to-trip based on the following
relationship:

N-GC2
I: o (1,,,—c1)ﬂ] =603

m=
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where m from 1 to N—G-C2 represent the predeter-
mined time intervals during which said detected over-
current condition persists;
where G, P, C1, C2 and C3 represent digitally
coded derivation constants based on said read
parameter settings for each corresponding pre-
determined time interval m;
where N represents the number of predetermined
time intervals which may elapse for the time-to-
trip and G-C2 represents a minimum number of
predetermined time intervals for the time-to-trip;
where I, represents the digital current value signal
derived for the corresponding predetermined
time interval m; and
means for governing the interruption of current
through said power line if said overcurrent condi-
tion persists for the duration of said time-to-trip
derivation.

2. The apparatus in accordance with claim 1 wherein
the measuring means includes:

current transformer coupled to said power line for

electromagnetically generating a signal as a mea-
sure of the current of the power line;

an impedance network; and

a set of current range selector switches coupled be-

tween said current transformer and said impedance
network for altering the range of said current mea-
surement signal.

3. The apparatus in accordance with claim 2 includ-
ing a rectifier circuit for rectifying the current represen-
tative signal; wherein the set of current range selector
switches is coupled between the rectifier and the impe-
dance network; and wherein the impedance network
comprises a resistor network.

4. The apparatus in accordance with claim 1 wherein
the sampling and digitizing means includes an analog-
to-digital converter having a limited input signal range
for which to provide corresponding digitally-coded
signals; and a ranging circuit for scaling the current
measurement signal to within the input signal range of
said analog-to-digital converter, both said analog-to-
digital converter and said ranging circuit being opera-
tively governed by said programmed processor at the
first predetermined times.

5. The apparatus in accordance with claim 4 wherein
the ranging circuit includes a plurality of range settings
selectable for scaling the current measurement, and
means for detecting when said scaled signal is beyond
the input signal range of the analog-to-digital converter
and for generating an overrange signal indicative
thereof; and wherein the programmed processor is op-
erative to monitor said overrange signal to effect a
monitored overrange signal and to select a range setting
by governing a sequencing through said plurality of
range settings from the highest to the lowest based on
said monitored overrange signal.

6. The apparatus in accordance with claim 1 wherein
the setting means includes means for setting an overcur-
rent protection apparatus style number and means for
setting a time dial reading; and wherein the pro-
grammed processor is operative to select a derivation
constant G as a function of the read time dial readings
and is operative to select the set of derivation constants
C1, C2 and C3 from the memory means based on the
read style number.

7. The apparatus in accordance with claim 1 includ-
ing an automatic restart circuit for detecting a malfunc-
tion in the operation of the programmed processor and
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for restarting said operation at a predetermined opera-
tional point. .

8. The apparatus in accordance with claim 7 includ-
ing a power supply for supplying electrical energy to
said apparatus at at least one voltage level; and means
for detecting an undervoltage condition of said power
supply and for generating an undervoltage signal indic-
ative thereof; and wherein the automatic restart circuit
includes means generated by said undervoltage signal to
suspend processor operation during the generation of
said undervoltage signal and to restart the processor
operation at the predetermined operational point upon
alleviation of said generation.

9. The apparatus in accordance with claim 1 wherein
the programmed processor is operative, in response to
the detection of an overcurrent condition, to determine
if the digital current value signal derived for the prede-
termined time interval corresponding to the detected
overcurrent condition is within an initial overcurrent
range and if said determination is affirmative, to derive
an overcurrent time-to-trip based on the following rela-
tionship:

N
l: z (Im—CS)] = G- C4,
m=1

where G and C4 represent digitally coded derivation
constants based on said read parameter settings for said
corresponding predetermined time interval, and C5
represents a fixed constant.

10. The apparatus in accordance with claim 9
wherein the setting means includes means for setting an
overcurrent protection apparatus style number and
means for setting a time dial reading; and wherein the
programmed processor is operative to select a deriva-
tion constant G as a function of the read time dial read-
ings correspondingly and is operative to select the deri-
vation constant C4 from the memory means based on
the read style number.

11. Programmed overcurrent protection control ap-
paratus adaptable for use in a three phase power system
including three power lines to govern the interruption
of current through said power lines based on a derived
overcurrent time-to-trip associated with an overcurrent
condition of at least one of said power lines, said control
apparatus comprising:

a programmed digital signal processor;

memory means, coupled to said programmed proces-

sor, for storing a plurality of digitally coded signals
representative of predetermined derivation con-
stants;
means for setting a plurality of parameters;
means for measuring current through said power
lines and generating first, second and third signals
respectively representative of said currents;

means governed by said programmed processor to
sample said first, second and third current measure-
ment signals at a plurality of first predetermined
times during each frequency cycle of the corre-
sponding power line current and to digitize said
sampled first, second and third current measure-
ment signals; '

said programmed processor operative over predeter-

mined time intervals to derive for each predeter-
mined time interval first, second and third digital
signals, each representative of a current value I, of
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a frequency cycle of its respective current contem-
poraneous with the corresponding predetermined
_time interval m, from their respective sampled

current measurement signals digitized over the
corresponding predetermined time interval;

said programmed processor operative at second pre-
determined times corresponding to said predeter-
mined time intervals to read said parameter set-
tings;

said programmed processor operative to select cer-
tain of said digitally coded derivation constants
from said memory means corresponding to said
read parameter settings;

said programmed processor operative to detect an
overcurrent condition from said derived first, sec-
ond and third digital current value signals;

said programmed processor operative, in response to
the detection of an overcurrent condition, to derive
an overcurrent time-to-trip based on the following
relationship:

[N— GC2
3
m=1

where m from 1 to N—G-C2 represent the prede-
termined time intervals during which said over-
current condition exists;

where G, P, C1, C2 and C3 represent digitally
coded derivation constants based on said read
parameter settings for said corresponding prede-
termined time interval m;

where N represents the number of predetermined
time intervals which may elapse for the time-to-

(I,,,—CI)P] = G-C3,
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predetermined time intervals for the time-to-trip;
where I, is the detected overcurrent digital cur-
rent value signal derived for the corresponding
_ predetermined time interval m; and
#:.means for governing the interruption of current
through said power lines if said overcurrent condi-
tion persists for the duration of said time-to-trip
derivation.

12. The apparatus in accordance with claim 11
wherein the apparatus includes a measuring means for
each power line, each measuring means including:

‘current transformer coupled to said corresponding
power line for electromagnetically generating a
signal as a measure of the current of the power line;

an impedance network; and

a set of current range selector switches coupled be-

tween said current transformer and said impedance
network for altering the range of said current mea-
surement signal.

13. The apparatus in accordance with claim 12
wherein each measuring means includes a rectifier cir-
cuit for rectifying its corresponding current measure-
ment signal; wherein the set of current range selector
switches of each measuring means is couplied between
the corresponding rectifier and impedance network;
and wherein the impedance networks each comprise a
resistor network.

14. The apparatus in accordance with claim 11
wherein the sampling and digitizing means includes an
analog signal multiplexer for selecting one of the first,
second and third current measurement signals are gov-
erned by a digitally coded selection signal generated by
the programmed processor; an analog-to-digital con-
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verter operatively governed by the programmed pro-
cessor to digitize said selected current measurement
signals, said converter having a limited input signal
range for which to provide a corresponding digitally-
coded signal; and a ranging circuit coupled between
said analog signal multiplexer and analog-to-digital con-
verter for scaling the selected current measurement
signal to within the input signal range of said analog-to-
digital converter as governed by a digitally coded range
signal generated by the programmed processor.

15. The apparatus in accordance with claim 14
wherein the ranging circuit includes a plurality of range
settings selectable for scaling the selected current mea-
surement signal, and means for detecting when said
scaled signal is beyond the input signal range of the
analog-to-digital converter and for generating an over-
range signal indicative thereof; and wherein the pro-
grammed processor is operative to monitor said over-
range signal and to select a range setting by governing
the range signal codes to sequence through said plural-
ity of range settings from the highest to the lowest based
on said monitored overrange signal.

16. The apparatus in accordance with claim 11
wherein the setting means includes means for setting an
overcurrent protection apparatus style number and
means for setting a time dial reading; and wherein the
programmed processor is operative to select a deriva-
tion constant G as a function of the read time dial read-
ings and is operative to select the set of derivation con-
stants C1, C2 and C3 from the memory means based on
the read style number.

17. The apparatus in accordance with claim 11 in-
cluding an automatic restart circuit for detecting a mal-
function in the operation of the programmed processor
and for restarting said operation at a predetermined
operational point.

18. The apparatus in accordance with claim 17 in-
cluding a power supply for supplying electrical energy
to said apparatus at at least one voltage level; and means
for detecting an undervoltage condition of said power
supply and for generating an undervoltage signal indic-
ative thereof; and wherein the automatic restart circuit
includes means generated by said undervoltage signal to
suspend processor operation during the generation of
said undervoltage signal and to restart the processor
operation at the predetermined operational point upon
alleviation of said signal generation.

19. The apparatus in accordance with claim 11
wherein the programmed processor is operative, in
response to the detection of an overcurrent condition,
to determine if the digital current value signal derived
for the predetermined time interval corresponding to
the detected overcurrent condition is within an initial
overcurrent range and if said determination is affirma-
tive, to derive an overcurrent time-to-trip based on the
following relationship:

N
[ = (I,,,-CS)] =G C4,
m=1

where G and C4 represent digitally coded derivation
constants based on said read parameter settings for said
corresponding predetermined time interval, and C5
represents a fixed constant.

20. The apparatus in accordance with claim 19
wherein the setting means includes means for setting an
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overcurrent protection apparatus style number and
means for setting a time dial reading; and wherein the
programmed processor is operative to select a deriva-
tion constant G as a function of the read time dial read-
ings and is operative to select the derivation constant
C4 from the memory means based on the read style
number.

21. Method of governing the interruption of current
through a power line of a power system network based
on a derived overcurrent time-to-trip associated with an
overcurrent condition of said power line, said method
comprising the steps of:

(2) storing a plurality of digitally coded signals repre-

sentative of predetermined derivation constants in
a memory of a digital signal processing system;

(b) setting a plurality of derivation parameters;

(c) measuring the current of said power line and gen-
erating a signal representative thereof:

(d) sampling and digitizing said current measurement
signal at a plurality of first predetermined times
during each frequency cycle of the power line
current as governed by a programmed digital sig-
nal processor of said processing system;

() operating said programmed processor over prede-
termined time intervals to derive for each predeter-
mined time interval a digital signal, representative
of a current value I, of a frequency cycle of the
power line current contemporaneous with the pre-

determined time interval m, from the sampled and.

digitized current measurement signals of said cor-

responding predetermiend time interval;

() operating said programmed processor at second
predetermined times corresponding to said prede-
termined time intervals to read said parameter set-
tings;

(g) operating said programmed processor to select
certain of said digitally coded derivation constants
from said memory means corresponding to said
read parameter settings;

(b) operating said programmed processor to detect an
overcurrent condition from said derived digital
current value signal I,,;

(i) operating said programmed processor in response
to the detection of an overcurrent signal to derive
an over-current time-to-trip by:

(1) accumulating the quantities (I,,— C1)? for each
predetermined time interval m during the time
that the overcurrent condition persists, until the
value of said accumulated quantities becomes
greater than or equal to G-Ky', and

(2) delaying for G-L’' additional predetermined
time intervals for which said overcurrent condi-
tion persists, where G, P, C1, Ky’ and L’ repre-
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sent derivation constants based on said read pa-
rameter settings for each corresponding prede-
termined time interval m; and

() governing the interruption of said current through
said power line if said overcurrent condition per-
_sists for the duration of said time-to-trip derivation.

22. The method in accordance with claim 21 includ-
ing the steps:

(k) operating the programmed processor to detect if
the derived digital current value signal I,, for an
overcurrent condition is within an initial overcur-
rent range; and

() operating the programmed processor upon the
detection of step (k) to suspend the derivation of
the time-to-trip acccording to step (i) and to derive
the overcurrent time-to-trip by accumulating the
quatities (I,,=C2) for each predetermined time
interval m during the time the overcurrent condi-
tion persists until the value of said accumulated
quantities becomes greater than or equal to G-K5/,
where K’ represents a derivation constant based
on the read parameter settings for each corre-
sponding time interval m and C2 represents a fixed
constant.

23. The method in accordance with claim 22 includ-

ing the steps of:

(m) operating the programmed processor to detect if
the derived digital current value signal 1, for an
overcurrent condition is outside the initial overcur-
rent range;

(n) operating the programmed processor upon the
detection of step (m) to set a variable digital signal
Im2 to an upper boundary current value of the ini-
tial overcurrent range and to derive the overcur-
rent time-to-trip in accordance with method step (1)
using L2, except the derivation of (I) being per-
formed concurrent with the derivation of step (i).

24. The method in accordance with claim 22 includ-
ing the step of operating the programmed processor
under normal current conditions to set the values of the
accumulated quantities of steps (i) and (1) to zero.

25. The method in accordance with claim 22 includ-
ing the step of operating the programmmed processor
under normal current conditions to decrement the val-
ues of accumulated quantities of (I,,—C1)® and
(Iin— C2) respectively corresponding to steps (i) and (I)
with respective constant values at each predetermined
time interval until one of a plurality of events occur,
said plurality including a value of a corresponding accu-
mulated quantity reaching zero and an overcurrent
condition arising.
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